
Welcome

Welcome to BHN’s latest biannual newsletter. Some 
of  us in the network have mentioned publishing 
a more frequent newsletter, so if  this would be of  
interest (and anyone has anything they would like to 
contribute, of  course) then please get in touch. It’s 
really important that the BHN project take shape as a 
genuine network, and not your run-of-the-mill, hori-
zontally-structured charity.

Many thanks to Hannah and her friend for producing 
a great little booklet about BHN for Refugee Week. 
Also to Nick for making some BHN flyers. Both 
of  these were distributed at various Refugee Week 
events, including Celebrating Sanctuary (on Sunday, 
June 19th at Queen Square) and the launch of  Bris-
tol City of  Sanctuary (a procession from the Council 
House to the Cathedral on Wednesday, 22nd June). 

If  you would like some booklets or flyers to distrib-
ute to your network, church or community, or would 
like someone to come in to speak about the work of  
BHN and issues of  asylum more generally, please 
contact Naomi.

Network News

Text As well as the booklets and flyers, the BHN stall 
on Sunday had previous newsletters, a display board, 
a sign-up list for gathering contacts, a banner and 
bunting. Hannah and her housemates also made deli-
cious Iranian snacks to give away and sold a fair few 
T-shirts. We managed to make lots of  new contacts, 
so here’s hoping some of  them are able to become 
new hosts. Niman was certainly very optimistic that 
this would happen, reiterating his conviction that 
“we have new families” to anyone who would listen. 
Since BHN began in December 2009, the network 
has hosted 11 individuals.

On the administrative side, BHN is currently devel-

op-ing its policy framework. To this end, Rachael has 
been very busy creating various policy documents, 
particularly regarding safety issues. It has been agreed, 
for example, that everyone working at the Welcome 
House should be CRB cleared.

Host News

Over the last few months, BHN network hosts have 
been holding joint meals to provide mutual support. 
These have proved very successful, so the plan is to 
do this more regularly. 

Catherine Lawrence has suggested the idea of  using 
the ‘Ignateous Examen’ to reflect on hosting expe-
riences. Within our fortnightly cycle of  ‘cup of  tea’ 
working group meetings (House; Network; Finance 
& Social Enterprise) the second has now also become 
a place where hosts can help shape the future of  the 
network.

We are planning a meeting for the network and Wel-
come House hosts from the Rethink BME community 
development worker (www.rethink.org) about helping 
us to support people with mental health problems. 

Finally, welcome to our new hosts Oona and David 
who have now been hosting for six weeks. We now 
have six hosting households and are always keen to 
have more people join us.

Reflections From a Host

Hi, I’m Rachael and I’ve been hosting for the past two 
and a half  years with BHN. I’ve had many experienc-
es while hosting but I’d like to share with you a happy 
story and a sad story. 
 
Good news first! I recently hosted 3 guys for a few 
weeks when I first bought my house. Hosting them was 
a real joy. They were always polite and helpful. I was 
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Hannah duly obliged by procuring some lamp shades 
and chop-ping boards from IKEA. Thanks also to 
Sue and Graeme for providing a genuine slate snook-
er table. Hopefully the guys will soon stop watching 
snooker on the TV and playing it for real.

Meanwhile, thanks also to all those involved in con-
verting the small building in the back yard into a gym. 
Although one of  the early plans was to use the build-
ing as the BHN office, it soon became clear that the 
consensus among house members was to have a gym. 
Through one of  his many useful contacts, Baker ac-
quired some free gym equipment, including boxing 
gloves and punch bags. The latter are particularly ap-
preciated by Sohrab, formerly a professional boxer in 
his native Iran, and now a regular attendee at the gym. 
Other regular users include Siva and Tata, the house’s 
other two “tough guys.”

Party House

The house has hosted several parties already, starting 
off  with a House Warming in late March to coincide 
with (house host) James’ 40th birthday celebrations. 
In April and May the house held two more parties 
over the respective bank-holiday weekends, includ-
ing a Royal Wedding Party suggested by some of  our 
budding monarchists. In the spirit of  sustainability 
and ecological awareness, all the parties involved bar-
becues made from “local materials,” i.e. whatever we 
could find lying around in the back yard. This might 
explain some of  our leaks, as some of  the materi-
als included coping stones and wooden panels taken 
from the main building.

House Mentors

Following much organisational work by Naomi and 
Rachael, all house members have each been assigned 
a mentor. Mentors’ key role is to pick up on any prac-
tical problems or mental health issues that might arise 
“One of  the most important things about being a 
mentor”, says Naomi, “is keeping an eye on where 
people are at.” In practical terms, this means remem-
bering the date that mentors have put with the resi-
dent on the licensee agreement and making sure to li-
aise back between them, the house hosts and Naomi/

really worried about this massive load of  wood that 
needed chopping one day and then turned around 
and it was done! I also asked one of  them to help me 
design and build some raised beds in the garden and 
we spent a great afternoon doing that. It was so lovely 
to receive the skills and enthusiasm of  those staying 
with me and redress some of  the power imbalance 
that I sometimes feel when hosting. I needed them 
as much as they needed me! An excellent place to be. 
 
I have also had some sad news. A dear lady who stayed 
with me until 3 weeks ago went to claim asylum at 
croydon and was immediately detained, fast tracked 
and refused, within 2 weeks! She is at Yarl’s Wood 
detention centre. She is so afraid of  being removed 
from the UK and fears so much persecution if  she 
were returned. I feel awful for encouraging her to ‘do 
the right thing’ and claim asylum. What can we do if  
we can’t trust our own government to treat people 
with fairness and justice?

Welcome House News:

Another Great British Summer

Text Heat wave plans, hose pipe bans, forest fire alerts 
– all part of  Bristol City Council’s preparations for 
what was widely predicted to be another scorching 
summer. Meanwhile, back in reality… the weather is 
proving predictably unpredictable. And so is the qual-
ity of  the building work at the Welcome House, open 
now since February. The main problem appears to be 
a general lack of  DPMs (“damp proof  membranes”), 
meaning the recent rains have produced some un-
sightly water stains in several of  the downstairs 
rooms. But as with a few other teething problems re-
lating to the wiring and the plumbing, nearly all have 
been sorted out by house members and miscellaneous 
contractors. Congratulations particularly to Alex and 
Rachael who fitted all the bedroom locks, and Baker, 
the resident “handy man” who finally appears to have 
fixed the persistently leaky shower in 488.

Fighting Fit

Following a recent request for a few items to com-
plete the house and make it feel more like a home, 



Social Enterprise

On June 14th we held a meeting at the Welcome House 
to discuss potential social enterprise ideas. Those 
present agreed on going ahead with creating screen 
printed t-shirts with the residents as an initial way to 
get things going. Daahir has arranged for someone to 
set up the equipment and demonstrate how to make 
a screen. Claire has offered to run weekly workshops 
at the house on Wednesday afternoons to develop 
this project. If  anyone else is interested in helping 
with workshops or t-shirt design ideas, please contact 
Claire.

Meanwhile, Rachael has been working on the busi-
ness planning side of  the project. In order to address 
some gaps in terms of  marketing, blogging, selling 
and business planning experience, Rachael has been 
in touch with T-mobile and “a very lovely woman 
called Cassandre Butcher.” T-mobile have agreed to 
supply people with the relevant skill-sets to help us 
set up the project on a few hours a week/month ba-
sis. Cassandre meanwhile has a year to dedicate (part 
time) to the project, and some prior experience with 
‘young enterprise’ along with a degree in Middle East-
ern Studies. We also have lots of  people with screen 
printing knowledge coming out of  the woodwork 
and potentially some other skills we could use, such 
as photography, badge making, design and cookery. 

The plan is for the social enterprise to bring in £400 
a month by the end of  this accounting year (April 
2012), making the house sustainable with no dona-
tions into the longer term (as long as the social enter-
prise carries on) and freeing up our donations to be 
used to support asylum seekers experiencing destitu-
tion with finance instead of  buying them food and 
somewhere to live.

Our treasurer Malcolm says the tax implications of  
the project are nil, as the turnover will be well below 
the threshold required for VAT registration. Provided 
that the bulk of  the work is done by our beneficiaries, 
we will also be exempt from corporation tax.

Rachael well before this date about whether it’s going 
to be renewed or not - and if  not, where they will be 
heading next.

Naomi stresses the point that “we don’t want to be-
come a ‘dead end’ for people, but a temporary space 
of  rest and solidarity, where people look ahead to 
their futures. In reality this will mean many people 
stay 6-9 months, but we’ve decided on 3 month agree-
ments so that this isn’t automatic and doesn’t happen 
without due thought. Some people will want to move 
on soon for their own autonomy; others are waiting 
for progress on their claims.”.

Allotment News

Development of  the Asylum Seekers’ Allotment 
Project (ASAP) in Speedwell continues apace. Thanks 
to the regular help of  volunteers – including Niman, 
Manesh, Esam and others – the Welcome House has 
already been provided with a few early sprouting veg-
gies and salad ingredients. 

On the organisational front, Tim has handed over 
his role of  leading ASAP to his hitherto “right-hand 
man”, Daahir. BHN has agreed that local charity 
AGORA will be Daahir’s employer until the end of  
September. Daahir will work 6 hours on Mondays at 
the allotment.

The Walled Garden Opens Its Doors

The garden of  a former vicarage in a tower block 
estate has been opened as a neighbourhood grow-
ing project. Working with groups of  local residents 
including Somali people, asylum seekers, refu-
gees and homeless people, the Walled Garden project 
aims to reconnect us all with the land, renewing com-
munity life and teaching skills in horticulture, food 
preservation and cooking. This project opened on 
Dec 11th and is now entering its first growing season. 
More at www.earthabbey.com 
With thanks for grants from The Church Urban 
Fund, the Church and Community Fund, Bristol’s 
Community Challenge Fund and Sovereign Housing 
Association.
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me to visit GP.  I am sure their effort will help to 
lead my health in to a better situation and day. 

It is going for a while that I’m spending some of  
my time in that garden which is a part of  the same 
place B.H.N has given me. All my aim is to relive the 
garden by digging some planet and flower with my 
friends. Hopefully, one day these planets will grow 
up and the garden will turn in to a piece of  green 
with colourful flowers as the spring and summer. 
Also, similar to thisgarden hopefully my life will 
blossom and my health will get better and my ap-
plications for leave to remain in the UK will success.

Coming Soon

Following on from the meal at Naomi Woodspring’s 
house at Christmas and the allotment barbecue in 
the spring, Hannah has kindly offered to organise 
the next BHN social. So far it looks like being an 
autumn party in September/October, to which eve-
ryone in the network is cordially invited. Could peo-
ple please email Hannah with ideas, possible (and 
impossible) dates and location suggestions. 

Important Dates for Diaries:

Monday 5th September (6.45 – 8.45pm):  Next 
Trustees’ Meeting

Tuesday 27th September (7.00 – 9.30pm):  AGM

Many thanks again to everyone for making the 
BHN project such a dynamic and lovely thing. For 
those who would like to get even more involved, 
joining BHN’s Yahoo group is a good place to start. 
Sign on at: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/BristolHospi-
talityNetwork/

Any problems, email Naomi at naomimillner@gmail.
com and she will tell you how to proceed.

With Love

Esam’s Story

Esam is a member of  the Welcome House who’s been 
staying with BHN for over two months. Since his ar-
rival, he has cooked many wonderful meals – many of  
which involve surprisingly tasty fish heads. His latest 
culinary delight was created on 28th June, when he 
invited over 30 friends to the house. The impromptu 
party was held to celebrate the end of  term at the col 
lege where he is learning English. Here is Esam’s 
story in his own words:

I am Esam Amin. I came from Iraq, but my original-
ity is Kurdish. I had left Iraq since 2007 and arrived 
at England at the same year. This is due to that risk 
which I had on my life at Iraq. Probably If  I was 
staying there it would caused my life. 

Later on I have spent almost three years of  wait-
ing to be interviewed until 2010. Unfortunately, all 
my hope for life and a new brightness future has 
destroyed and ruined as my home land Iraq, when 
Home Office refused my application to leave and 
remain in the UK. In spite of  that, all my support 
was stopped (my shelter, benefited and medical 
health care), however everyone knew that my health 
was threatened my life. Further, I have spent a few 
month of  my life on street or sometime at friend’s 
house with out any help from the government or an 
organization. This comfortless, downcast and dra-
matic period   was in general brought a sorrow and 
saddened in to my life and permanently pushed my 
health forward to a disaster. One of  the most scary 
and serious disease I got was a heart disease , which 
might lead to a heart attack , if  I wont receive medi-
cal help. 

That is totally right, when God close a door he 
opens a window. At that dramatic life, the B.H.N 
and B.R.R organization were being generous as 
usual and they decided to take the responsibility of  
my life from providing a shelter and food for tem-
porary. Also, since that time they have worked hard 
and tried to find a solution for my application Leave 
to Remain in the UK. Also, they were kindly helping 
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