
Midwinter greetings to you all!

an update

This has been an exciting and spectacularly busy past six 
months for BHN. On an administrative level, we have 
been granted charitable status and are now a fully reg-
istered autonomous charity, something we celebrated at 
our first AGM in early October. On the practical side, 
works on the Welcome House are finally nearing com-
pletion. There have been many surprises and setbacks 
along the way (the usual suspects: asbestos in the ceil-
ings, the need for a complete electrical rewiring, deterio-
rated plaster in the walls) but Henry - together with our 
donor, and all of our fabulous volunteers - have pressed 
on regardless, and we are finally have the end in sight. A 
recent work weekend was attended by over 50 people, 
which really worked wonders to speed things up and 
much progress was made. Thanks to all who came down 
to help us! The old adage ‘many hands make light work’ 
certainly sprung to mind as wallpaper was stripped away 
and rooms painted at a pace never before witnessed in 
the BHN house by cheery groups of students and other 
friends. And many a good conversation was had over tea 
and a paint tray along the way! God willing, we should 
be ready for action in January, if not before Christmas.

vision and values

The BHN team met recently to draft a mission statement 
and a list of values . After much thought and linguistic 
wrangling we came up with the following expression of 
what we stand for:

BHN extends solidarity to people seeking asylum and 
experiencing destitution through accommodation and 
creative community involvement.

We also agreed on six values which will underpin our eve-
ryday activities and future action:

1.  Solidarity (Working alongside people, not just
      giving aid)

2.  Equality (People are people before labels)
3.  Mutual Empowerment (Overcoming barriers
      together)
4.  Hospitality (Creating intercultural spaces of
      welcome)

5.  Integrity (Transparency in decision and action)

6.  Creative Resistance (Living change imaginatively)

The process of deciding on these statements was valuable 
itself, and we have since been able to divide up more of 
our work into specific roles and responsibilities which 
work to meet these aims in practical ways.

the hosting network

As well as making progress on the Welcome House, 
the network of people hosting asylum seekers in their 
homes has also developed over the last six months. The 
first hosts’ meeting - a time when hosts themselves can 
meet together- is now planned for January. We hope to 
see many of you at our Midwinter Supper on December 
the 9th. Our hosts are an invaluable part of the network 
and its activities, and we hope they - together with all of 
our other supporters - will continue to shape what we be-
come.

personal reflection from a host

Below is a valuable reflection written by one of our hosts:

‘Composed, quiet, sad, guarded. Our new householder 
stayed for ten months between one failed claim for asy-
lum and another. Meal times for between two and many
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The sense of community at the garden has been blossom-
ing too, with the Kurds in particular getting into cooking 
meals for us all, and also sitting round the campfire shar-
ing tea and lunch.

A couple of weeks ago we had a bonfire party on the al-
lotment; an invite was sent to our gardeners and to BHN. 
Thirty people turned up, the majority being English!
No one was asked to contribute anything, yet Cardo 
cooked up a big vat of food which Mohamed served to 
everyone, Ali and Ako got the fire started and raging, 
Nathan turned up with two cases of Stella, and Daahir 
played host and even made a speech. There was a great 
atmosphere as a result of these guys and they were the last 
to leave too, staying to tidy up.

Who is hosting who?  It feels like ASAP has become more 
than a food growing project thanks to all it’s members.’

needs, requests, thank yous

We are currently very much in need of some new ‘host 
families’ to help extend our network. If you know any-
one who has a spare room in their house and might be 
interested in taking part, please pass on our contact de-
tails and we will arrange to meet with them and explain 
how we work. Similarly, if you would like to find out how 
to get more involved with the BHN working group, do 
be directly in touch. We are particularly in need of more 
people with administrative experience, and of mature 
people who might be able to ‘link’ with a host family.

All that is left to say is thank you so much for all your 
help, support and encouragement in whatever form it 
takes. It is truly valued and appreciated.

The Bristol Hospitality Network 

of us, an opportunity each day to meet and touch each 
other’s lives, were clearly an ordeal. Bland food, strange 
language, odd people. This never really changed; though 
the patch towards the end - when there was some hope 
that the fresh claim would succeed - was a delightful, pre-
cious taste of the warm, intelligent person we were living 
with, free just temporarily of the heavy burden, the dark 
cloud of depression, fear, anger, isolation that destitu-
tion means for anyone. Added to which is the awkward-
ness, the understandable lack of trust to share the ‘true’ 
story, the real identity which impedes the usual intimacy 
between householders - to the point when there were 
patches when it felt like living with a benign ghost.  We 
found it hard to open up ways for our shared household-
er to give as well as to receive; this imbalance is funda-
mentally disempowering in any situation but especially 
so when it persists for months and some times for years. 
For all this ongoing legal travesty and human tragedy, be-
ing a host to a destitute asylum seeker is an important 
experience, a chance to keep learning all the time what 
it is like without the freedoms, dignity, personal and po-
litical, social and economic power that as ‘valid’ passport 
holders we take for granted, assume and even abuse.  The 
BHN volunteers were super supportive, and themselves 
open to suggestions as this great new service, a network 
of hospitality, develops.  If you have a spare room, give it 
a try, and change yourself . . . for the wiser!

the asylum-seekers’ allotment

The asylum seekers allotment recently celebrated it’s first 
year. The following is a brief report from Tim Lawrence, 
who coordinates this aspect of the project:

‘Who is hosting who?

Up at the ASAP allotments we have had a pretty good 
growing season with six bags of lovely fresh vegetables a 
week since June and a surplus of marrows, spinach and 
runner beans that went to the drop-in centre run by Bris-
tol Refugee Rights.
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